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UNION & “SEAFARING’ 


IMPORTANT DECISION. 


WHAT THE PAPER HAS 
DONE. 


SHOULD THE PAPER BE 
RUINED? 


APPEAL TO SEAMEN. 


As Srararinc this week appears in a 
smaller form, and later than usual, some 
explanation is due to our readers. As most 
of them are aware, Szararmna has been the 
organ of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, 

, from whose members its support has, since 
March 30, 1889, been largely derived. 
The Executive Council of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union, at a meeting held last 
week, decided to stop that support. The 
mainstay of the paper being thus suddenly 
broken, the paper can only appear, for the 
present, at least, in a smaller and less expen- 
siveform. That the papershould appear atall 
after such a decision may surprise some 
persons, who imagined that the Union had 
only to stop its support to sink Szararma. 
That support has been stopped. Yet here 
is Szararie still afloat, and flying the same 
old colours under the same old skipper, and 
she is likely to continue afloat. It may be 
that the paper will pass into other hands, 
simply because Mr. Cowie, who founded and 
has conducted Sxararina from the first, will 
be deprived of the paper. Should that 
take place, Mr. Cowie’s connection with the 
paper would cease, and he would be in no 
way responsible for the colours that the new 
skipper might choose to fly. If the paper 
is captured by the enemy the captors will, 
of course, fly their own flag. Till it is 
captured it flies the flag which Mr. Cowie 
first hoisted. 

_ That the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
have rich and powerful enemies everyone 
knows. Most of the men who have quarrelled 
with the Union have at once gone to these 
enemies and joined them in attacking the 
Union. Mr. Cowie has not done that, and is not 
going to doit. The withdrawal of the Union 





support may mean much to him personally, 
but neither fear of loss nor promise of 
fortune will make him a traitor and turn- 
coat. There has been no quarrel between 
him and the Union. The Executive of that 
organisation have simply decided, in order 
to save money, to cease supporting Sza- 
FARING, Stating that they had no complaint 
against Mr. Cowie or the paper, and the 
Executive Council are justified in doing all 
that they legitimately can do to save the 
funds of the Union. 


Credit must be given them for the 
anxiety thus displayed to save the seamen’s 
cash. While giving that credit, we do not 
agree that this step will save the Union 
money. Hither there was some agreement 
with the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union and 
Sgararine or there was not. If there were 
no agreement the money paid to the paper 
was illegally paid, and those who paid it 
can be proceeded against at law. To sup- 
pose, therefore, that there was no agree- 
ment is to suppose that the chief officials of 
the Union were both knaves and fools, which 
we should be sorry to suppose. It may, 
therefore, be taken for granted that there 
was an agreement. 


Mr. Wilson, general secretary of the Union, 
said on the subject before the Labour Com- 
mission when examined by Mr. Courtney, 
on Nov. 26, 1891, that a special meeting, 
called on the requisition of the majority of 
the Branches, would be required to stop 
the payments. No such special meeting has 
been called or held. The decision to stop 
payment was come to by the Executive 
Council, which, according to Mr. Wilson's 
evidence, had not that power. 


For the present we need not here discuss 
the legal aspect of the matter. What we 
wish to ask the seamen is whether they con- 
sider it fair that the paper should be ruined 
for helping them? We do not think they do. 
Yet that is what the matter comesto. The 
editor has spent over three years of his 
time and over a thousand pounds in carry- 
ing on Szararing, and, in doing so, has 
incurred certain liabilities. That he should 
be left by the Union, for which he has 
worked, to meet those liabilities without 
a farthing of compensation, is, to say 
the least, very hard. Yet such will be 
the case unless the decision of the 
Executive be rescinded. It will also be 
hard for the sailors to reflect that after the 
Union has spent so much money on making 
Szaranina known all over the world 
the paper should pass into the hands of 
opponents of the Union, simply because the 
seamen would not enable Mr. Cowie to 
carry the paper on. 

He had to suspend publication once 
before, and when, in 1889, he renewed 
it, the secretary of the largest Branch 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 





wrote him :—“ Dear Sir,—Allow me, with 
thousands of my fellows, to express to the 
commander of Szararmye our great satisfac- 
tion and joy at again seeing our smart little 
yacht under weigh again, with her sails full 
of a favouring wind, under the bright 
beams of the morning sun of a new start, 
in which I see visions of a bright future 
and a glorious success, as she leaves in her 
wake on the waves of Time records of the 
noble actions and lives of self-sacrificing 
men, who, through the dark days of the 
past, in the midst of bitter jealousy, slander 
and abuse, still fought manfully to break 
the fetters of their fellow ocean burden- 
bearers that bound them to a slavery more 
accursed than Cain’s, under a code of laws 
termed Merchant Shipping Acts, more 
penal in their character than those which 
rule a convict, most galling in their action, 
because they created pent up feelings which 
could find no vent through the columns of 
the public Press, a majority of whose 
editors thought only of advertisements, and 
feared the great marine capitalists, who, 
as autocrats of the situation, debarred poor 
Jack from having his say through their 
columns, and bringing his case before the 
sympathising British public. But when 
you gave us a representative paper of our 
own, you sent a thrill of new incentive 
through our veins, and made us feel that 
after all we were human beings and not 
asses or automatic machines. But ere we 
had fired a few shots from her port-holes 
she fell into the trough of the sea, and we 
lost sight of her between the billows. It 
was a pall upon us, or some darkly night 
cloud bringing with it pangs of a new 


.| despair, as if we had lost a star from the 


firmament, and with it lost all confidence in 
the honesty of men,as our fellows, with 
almost bated breath, said ‘ The shipowners 
have bought Szararine up, and sent her on 
another tack into the sea of oblivion.’ We 
rejoice to find that we were mistaken, and 
that once more there isa bright hope, a re- 
risen star in the firmament of our exist- 
ence.” 

Lest seamen should suspect the same 
thing again, we have frankly explained 
the position, so that they may understand 
that it rests with themselves what the 
future of the paper shall be. 

The decision of the Executive Council 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union would 
be hard on any man in Mr. Cowie’s position. 
In his case it is doubly hard, as nobody can 
truthfully dispute that he has rendered 
valuable services to the Union, which at 
least merited thanks on the termination of 
his connection with that organisation, as 
well as compensation for his loss. Plenty 
of men and papers are ready to help the 
Union now that it is rich and strong. But 
it was neither rich nor strong when Sxa- 
FARING first began to write it up. 
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As we claimed before :— 


Till SEAFARING was started and stirred up the 
seamen to combine, the Seamen’s Union made 
little progress, its members only being counted by 
scores, but within a few months of the starting of 
SEAFARING the numbers were counted by hundreds, 
and before a year was over, by thousands. 


At one of the Branch meetings of the Union 
a member appears to have attempted to 
refute this by saying that Szararmne became 
the organ of the Union at a Conference at 
Sunderland, at which there were delegates 
from England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales, and that at that time the Union 
had 34,000 members. This we do not 
dispute. The statement of this member 
and of Sxararina are quite consistent 
with each other, But the member 
either does not know or forgets the follow- 
ing facts. The Conference referred to was 
held in March, 1889, whereas Srararinc 
was started in July of the previous year, 
and in a few weeks had a circulation in the 
chief ports. The Union, which was started 
in Sunderland in September, 1887, re- 
mained confined to Sunderland till Szarar- 
inc took up its cause. In Szararine of 
August 18, 1888, is reported the meeting 
at South Shields where the forming of 
the first Branch of the Union at South 
Shields was agreed to, and the open- 
ing of other Branches soon followed. 
As Szararine has published portraits and 
eulogistic biographies of those who claimed 
to be the founders of the Union, this is the 
last paper that should be suspected of 
grudging whatever credit may be due to 
them. But it is unfair that any member 
of the Union should be found to dispute 
the share of credit due to Szararme, and we 
never heard of any member disputing it 
before. 

But whoever may dispute it, the fact 
remains that Szararme has done much for 
the Union, and that while everyone else 
connected with the Union— except Mr. 
Plimsoll, who is a man of fortune—has 
been paid for their trouble, Mr. Cowie is 
many hundreds of pounds worse off to-day 
than before he took up the Union. That he 
would not complain of if all the money 
spent by him on the Union was his own. It 
is because some of it represents liabilities to 
people who will have their pound of flesh, 
whatever may become of Szararina, that the 
position is so serious. The legal aspect of 
the conduct of the Union to Mr. Cowie we 
have not attempted to discuss. The Union 
we have not sought to injure in any way. 
But some of those who profess to speak for 
the Union had better be wise in time, lest 
they injure it, for we hear they say that the 
last bargain made between the Union and 
SeaFaRine was not put in the form of an 
agreement drafted by a lawyer and signed 
by both sides. Supposing, which we do 
not admit, that the agreement was only 
verbal, that proves confidence on both sides 
—to break it is all the more dastardly. No 
honest man would seek to break an agree- 
ment simply because it is not drafted by 
a lawyer, and a sailor we have always 
taken to be something more than an 
honest man. We decline to believe that the 
seamen themselves would stoop to any such 
pettifogging excuses, worthy only of an 
unscrupulous lawyer, as that some legal 
technicality had been neglected, and, confi- 
dent that the British seamen are honest 
men, who will not see a brother seaman 
sink for helping them, we, before taking 
further steps, appeal to them from the 
decision of the Executive Council of the 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union. 





ASSOCIATED SHIPWRIGHTS’ 
SOCIETY. 





The Southampton Branch secretary 
writes :— During last year, when I and the 
Portsmouth secretary were in Cowes, on an 
advance of wages for the shipwrights of 
that port, the employers stated it was im- 
possible to give the same rate of wages as 
the port of Southampton, as they had to 
transport all materials, as wood, iron, etc., 
which came to some expense to them. We 
discussed this point, and the men received 
an advance of wage, making their money 
31s. 6d. per week. Now, recently, the 
yacht Lancashire Witch has been laid up 
at Messrs. Day’s, Summers, Northam, and 
has been under repairs, she has had all 
new planking from top to bottom. When 
this work was accomplished and caulked, 
the ceiling inside the ship was another 
estimate, and Cowes were £200, near about, 
lower in price than Messrs. Day’s, conse- 
quently the vessel was launched and towed 
away to Cowes. Now, sir, we cannot under- 
stand how the firm at Cowes can do this 
job without any profit; then if there is a 
profit materials, as stated above, could not 
be the cause of the expenses to deny our 
men a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s pay. 
If twenty men were employed for four 
weeks, at 31s. 6d., the difference with the 
wages that our men are receiving in South- 
ampton, 35s. per week, would make but a 
difference of £18, still they have under- 
taken such at £200 cheaper than South- 
ampton. I hope the shipwrights in the 
port of Cowes will see this, and not be 
satisfied until they have the same rate of 
wages paid as we in Southampton, for if 
this vessel can be done at the price, they 
can well pay Southampton wages. 


A Portsmouth correspondent writes:— 
I am very pleased to see that the Branches 
in other ports are taking such an active 
interest in your paper. It is decidedly an 
improvement upon the old state of affairs ; 
we can now see from week to week what 
other Branches are about. Allow me, sir, 
to endorse what one of your correspondents 
stated in last week’s issue: we do not intend 
to allow those persons to join after they are 
pensioned from the yard, if they do not 
before. We contend here in this Branch 
that if the principles of Trades Unionism 
are not unveiled to their vision before they 
reach that stage of life, it is of little or no 
value afterwards. Let us trust that other 
Branches will follow the same course, seeing 
that they consider themselves safe while in 
the dockyard ; and let us do the same, and 
show that we do not require them merely 
for getting work to the disadvantage of 
those who have been members since the 
formation of the Association. Again, Sir, 
it affords me great pleasure to see that our 
friends the seamen and firemen are acting 
upon a somewhat similar idea, and they are 
deserving our warmest support for their 
action, which your Chatham currespondent 
refers to. By the way, Sir, I have a little 
news to tell our dockyard brothers, espe- 
cially our Chatham friends who so recently 
exposed the so-called tonnage system. 
There is at present in this yard a ship 
under construction (the Royal Arthur), and 
has reacked the stage of planking, or 
more commonly called sheathing. Now, 
Sir, when that particular work was 





commenced the men employed upon it 
received what might be termed a good 
figure, for work done in dockyards, because 
you will understand, Sir, that so and so 
must come out of it before the men are 
considered. Well during this past 6 or 7 
weeks, twelve men the same as was em- 
ployed on the planking have been fixing the 
bilge keels under the same system as the 
planking (viz., piece work). Would you be 
surprised to learn that for six weeks piece 
work they earned the magnificent sum of 
1d. each over their money. Now, Sir, this 
is what they call piece work. The men at 
planking could earn from 8s. to 10s. per 
week over their (weekly) wages, but at the 
bilge keeling they could (so the officials 
say) only earn } of a penny per week. Is 
there any wonder, Sir, the men object to such 
bogus schemes as exist at present in the 
dockyards classification? Tonnage and 
piece-work systems make a beautiful com- 
pound fitting only for the notice of those 
who administered it. The Home Secretary 
(Mr. H. Mathews) stated on the 18th of 
last February in the House of Commons 
that he could hardly imagine a case in 
which the workmen was not furnished 
truly or untruly with the particulars of the 
works upon which they were employed; in 
his opinion the works or factory could not 
go on without it. After all this, Sir, the 
workmen of H.M. Dockyards do not know 
how they are to be paid under these 
delusive schemes. How can we understand 
the Admiralty allowing quite the opposite to 
8 Mathews’ views exist? Echo answers, 
ow. 





A West Hartlepool correspondentwrites:— 
I have to report a pleasant ceremony which 
took place after the business on Friday 
night last (the 14th), when Mr. Jobn 
Allison, late Branch secretary, was presented 
with a splendid marble clock, as a mark of 
appreciation for past valuable services, he 
having taken a leading part in the affairs 
of his trade society for a number of years 
with marked ability. Mr. Wm. Smith, vice- 
president of the Branch, made the presenta- 
tion on behalf of his fellow members, in a 
few choice remarks in which he referred to 
Mr. Allison’s past services in a compli- 
mentary manner. The latter in acknow- 
ledging dealt with the necessity of being 
thoroughly organised, and referred in 
eulogistic terms to the Associated Ship- 
wrights’ Society, which he declared to be 
the most powerful and best constructed 
society the shipwrights had ever had, and 
exhorted the younger member to support 
and take an active part in the affairs of the 
above. Mr. Allison concluded a capital 
address by thanking his fellow members 
most sincerely for the honour done him. 
At the conclusion of the ceremony three 
cheers were given for the recipient, which 
brsught the proceedings to a close. 





At a specially summoned meeting of 
the Devonport Branch the following resolu- 
tion was submitted and carried unani- 
mously: ‘“ That this meeting of shipwrights 
give a hearty vote of thanks to the members 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union for 
their recent action in preventing non 
Union shipwrights taking berths as ships’ 
carpenters; and we would ask all the 
Branches of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
todolikewise.” Another item: the report las 
Saturday in Szararma of the Devonport 
and Plymouth Associated Shipwrights 
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dinner, our chairman is reported to have 
said that 100 members have joined in 
the past few years; but it should have 
been 100 members in the past three months, 
and it is with the greatest pleasure I report 
that 15 more have joined since. We also 
hope to make as many more during this 
quarter, which will then make up about 350. 


A MUTINY RECALLED. 


A mutiny on the high seas which 
occurred more than sixteen years ago, and 
in which two ship’s officers were murdered, 
will be recalled by a visit which President 
Samuel Gompers, of the American Federa- 
tion of Labour, is preparing to make, at 
the head of a deputation, to President 
Harrison.. The object of the deputation is 
to plead for the pardon of Edward Clark 
and George Miller, two American sailors 
who are under sentence of imprisonment 
for life in Thomaston, Me., for participation 
in this murder. The mutiny took place on 
board the Jefferson Borden, a schooner 
which sailed from New Orleans to London 
about 1874. The vessel was overladen and 
undermanned, and when she went out to 
sea the crew were inhumanly treated. 
Finally the cruelty of the ship’s officers 
became so great that the crew arose in open 
revolt. Several of the vessel’s officers were 
wounded, and two officers were killed before 
the mutiny was quelled. Clark and Miller 
and an English sailor were arrested for the 
murder, and when the schooner reached 
London the Englishman was delivered over 
to the English authorities. He was tried 
for participation in the murder, found 
guiltygand sentenced to ten years’ im- 
prisonment, his term having expired 
several years ago. On the return of the 
schooner to this country, Clark and Miller 
were tried in the United States Court and 
sentenced to death. Through the delay 
caused by several appeals the carrying out 
of the sentence was deferred for some time, 
and, in President Grant’s administration, 
their sentence was commuted to imprison- 
ment for life. The Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union has taken up the case, and other 
organisations have interested themselves in 
it. The result is that a committee of the 
American Federation of Labour is to go to 
Washington to intercede for the men’s 
pardon.— American Ex. 











CORRESPONDENCE. 


ENGINEERS’ ASSAULT CASE. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 

S1r,—In connection with assault case reported 
from Glasgow this week, permit me to say that 
while gratified that a moral victory has been 
achieved on behalf of our members, I regret that a 
fellow trades unionist should be publicly disgraced 
through his own sheer stubborness in refusing to 
comply with the very modest request I made of 
him to tender an apology before going into. Court. 
I hope the lesson will not be lost upon him and his 
brethren of the Marine Engineers’ Union, and that 
they and ships’ officials in general will learn, how- 
ever high they may hold their heads on board ship 
and look down on their less dignified but equally 
useful shipmates, the sailor and fireman, they must 
not forget that all men are equal before the law, 
and that no one may infringe it with impunity. As 
a rule engineers get along very well with their men, 
and, speaking as one who has been in touch with 
them for a good number of years, I am happy to 
bear witness that conduct of this sort has rarely 
come under my observation. We are all agreed 
that discipline must be maintained on board ship, 
but when enforced in the manner attempted by Mr. 
Struthers, ought to be put down with a strong 
hand, no matter who the offender may be.—Yours 
in unity, Rost. McBRIDE, 

Glasgow, 11th January. Secretary. 





8.8. “INTERNATIONAL.” 
IMPRISONMENT OF SEAMEN AT PHILLIPPE- 
VILLE, NORTH AFRICA. 

To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


Srr,—As the inquiries by the Foreign Office 
into the facts in this matter are now proceeding, I 
shall be pleased if you will make it known through 
your columns that all the men who suffered the im- 
prisonment in the month of June last are requested 
to write to me at once stating their whereabouts, 
so that I may be able to communicate with them 
at any time within the next six weeks as I may re- 
quire. Below I mention the names of the men in 
qeestion :—A. Turnbull, A.B.; C. Theaker, A.B. ; 
A. Wakeford, A.B.; J. Sharman, A.B.; J. Steele, 
fireman ; R. Thompson, fireman; M. J. Lawson, 
fireman, E. Walsh, fireman.—Yours faithfully, 

R. W. E. WHITEHEAD, 
Solicitor and Notary Pablic. 

15, Bowlalley-lane, Commissioner for Oaths. 

Hull, Jan. 19, 1892. 


PROPOSED CHANTY. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 
Srr,—There is a piece on page 2 of your paper 
of 2nd inst. re singing chanties. Now, I likea 
good old sailor’s chantie, and I could not help 
thinking that J. W. Chappel’s little rhyme ‘On the 
Union” (page 5 same issue) would make a first- 
rater. So I venture to send the first four lines (I 
can’t send the music), so if you can find room for 
it every old sailor will know the go of it. 
ON THE UNION. 
On the Labour Commission 
A short time ago 
Heigh O! Blow the man down. 


Our friend Mr. Wilson 
At Laws had a go, 
Give us some time to 
Blow the man down, etc., etc. 
Wishing you the compliments of the season and 
that your paper may be a grand success, and that 
you may live to see much of the good done that 
your paper aims at doing, 
1 am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 
5, Pottery-street, Ipswich. AN IPSWICH CHIP. 
Jan. 9, 1892. 


SAILORS’ 


AND FIREMEN’S 
UNION. 


A number of reports from various Branches of the 
Union have reached us, and we regret that, owing 
to circumstances explained elsewhere, we are unable 
to find room for them, but, anxious to do our best, 
we give as much as we have space for. 

GLASGOW BRANCH.—At the meeting on Monday, 
18th inst., Bro. McDonald in the chair, a letter 
was read from Bilbao drawing attention to the 
overloaded condition of a Clyde bound steamer. 
Bro. Wright expressed the hope that all members 
would take example from this case, and so exert 
themselves both when at home and abroad as to 
strengthen the hands not only of the Union, 
but the responsible authorities, the Board of 
Trade, in bringing such flagrant abuses to the 
light of public exposure. The annual balance-sheet 
was now submitted and passed. Space will not 
permit to give it in full, but we append a few of 
the principal items, which will no doubt be as 
gratifying to the members of the Union in general 
as it was to those of the Glasgow Branch in par- 
ticular. Contributions, £3,306 18s. 10d., not in- 
cluding about £300 collected on behalf of other 
Branches ; entrance fees, £436; cards, rules, etc., 
£22 17s. 5d.; Plimsoll testimonial, collected since 
November, £36 7s. 6d. During the year £466 9s. 8d. 
had been expended locally in strikes, legal protec- 
tion and fighting the Shipping Federation. While 
the depression lasted at the beginning of the year 
£68 4s. had been disbursed in assisting distressed 
members in general to tide over that trying time. 
In special loans and grants in connection with 
exceptional cases of distress, £344 13s. had been 
voted; sick payments, £25 lls. 6d.; travelling 
relief and train fares, £26 2s. 6d.; board of mem- 
bers, £24 12s.; shipwreck claims, £61; legal ex- 
penses incurred on behalf of members, £86 13s. 1d.; 
while about £3,000 Lad been added to the general 
funds at head office to provide for future emer- 
gencies. In dealing with the various items in 
detail, Mr. McBride, Branch secretary, gave a very 
interesting and able analysis of the work accom- 
plished during the year. 

LHEWICK BRANCH.—Several meetings of the 
members having taken place relative to the scale 
of wages at present in use by the Dundee whalers’ 








agents, it was resolved to wait until Mr. T. D. | 


Rennie, organiser, would arrive. He is now here, 
and all the members who are procurable have been 
interviewed, the result being that our members 
have accepted the new scale drawn up by Dundee, 
Some outsiders believe there are men to take any- 
thing offered. ‘Time will tell,” and time has 
already told that members have already refused 
the old scale to ship on board the s.s. Aurora. 
Well done. If there be any dirty work to be done, 
let the Shetland men go in with clean hands, and 
let the watchword be “Come on McDnoff, and 
d——d be he who first calls hold enough.” The 
seamen and inhabitants of Lerwick, Peterhead and 
Dundee will watch with interest the result of the 
fight for a fair wage and small proportion in the dis- 
tribugion of oil,skin and bone profits. Themenhere 
have been sailing for years at for little or nothing. 
The Hope, Eclipse and Windward crews were 
nearly all paid off in debt to their vessels, and it’s a 
question whether they go out this season. The 
vessels which will ship Shetland crews, are:— 
Aurora, Esquimauxz, and Tera Nova, and Mr. 
Rennie is here to protect the men who are asked 
to go at the old rate. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH—A special adver- 
tised general meeting was held on Friday, Jan. 15. 
Mr. E. Cathery, organiser, was present, he having 
received instructigns to proceed to Newcastle 
to take charge of the Branch, and to 
take steps for the appointment of another 
secretary in the place of Mr. T. Dunn (deceased). It 
was resolved that a vote of sympathy be sent to 
the bereaved friends of Mr. Dunn. The auditors 
gave in their report, saying that they had found the 
books in a very satisfactory state. It was resolved 
that ali members show their cards. Nomination for 
secretary, the following were nominated :—Mr. J. 
A. Craggs and Mr. Geo. Jackson ; correspondence 
was read from Head Office lamenting the death of 
Mr. Dunn. Nominations for Branch secretary were 
Mr. J. A. Craggs, Mr. S. Johnson, Mr. G. Jackson. 
The voting will take place by ballot and the poll 
declared on Monday night. It was hoped that all 
members having a vote would call at the office and 
record their vote to the candidate they were in 
favour of. The case of one of the members now in 
the lunatic asylum, and having a wife and family 
depending on him was taken up, when it was 
decided to open a subscription list, which was done 
and most liberally responded to. 


West HARTLEPOOL BRANCH.—Scabs in this 

rt are becoming smaller by degress and beauti- 
ully less, and they will soon find difficulty in 
getting Union men to ship with them out of this 
port. Great surprise was expressed last week at 
the action of C. Furness, M.P. (who professes to 
be a Trade Unionist, and who promised to employ 
none but Union men) in shipping a crowd of 
foreigners at Antwerp, not a single man of them 
belonging to any Union. However, it has been the 
means of opening the eyes of a good many, for 
before the vessel left here the crew refused duty 
until the ship was surveyed. The captain employed 
the harbour master and superintending captain of 
a neighbouring firm to survey her. After examin- 
ing her with over 900 tons of coal and rubble on 
board they pronounced her seaworthy. The crew 
refused to accept this survey, and asked for Lloyd’s 
surveyors, with the result that they each received 
a summons signed by a gentleman owning 58 shares 
in different ships, who also sat and tried the case 
in company with Messrs. Appleby and Pyman, ship- - 
owners. Being neither Unionists nor Englishmen 
they got off with 14 days. 


MALTA BRANCH.—The secretary writes :— 
Kindly withdraw advertisement in SEAFARING re 
seamen’s letters to be addressed to me for delivery. 
Letters are arriving here for men on board vessels 
that have left Malta four or five days before the 
letters arrive, and this places me in a dilemma. 
Others arrive during the night and sail again before 
daylight, and as I cannot be out both day and 
night, it is best to withdraw the advertisement, 
and let things revert to the same as they were 
before, or I shall soon be covered with odium 
unjustly for non-delivery of letters under circum- 
stances over which I have no control. I am not at 
present enjoying the best of health, but better than 
I possibly should in England at present, with frost, 
snow and fog. We have at least a deal of 
pleasant sunshine during the day, with lovel 
moonlight nights, though colder than I anticipate 


BANFF AND MACDUFF BRANCH.—It is expected 
the crews of the coasting schooners here will go in 
for a rise when the vessels commence in the month 
of March their yearly contracts, and why not? Our 
Union can do as much, and more, for the men of 
these small vessels than the larger ones. There is 
no denying the fact that the crews of large vessels 
have been bettered in wages, in provisions, and 
better ships, and what is of great importance to 
many, civility. 
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dinner, our chairman is reported to have 
said that 100 members have joined in 
the past few years; but it should have 
been 100 members in the past three months, 
and it is with the greatest pleasure I report 
that 15 more have joined since. We also 
hope to make as many more during this 
quarter, which will then make up about 350. 








A MUTINY RECALLED. 


A mutiny on the high seas which 
occurred more than sixteen years ago, and 
in which two ship’s officers were murdered, 
will be recalled by a visit which President 
Samuel Gompers, of the American Federa- 
tion of Labour, is preparing to make, at 
the head of a deputation, to President 
Harrison. The object of the deputation is 
to plead for the pardon of Edward Clark 
and George Miller, two American sailors 
who are under sentence of imprisonment 
for life in Thomaston, Me., for participation 
in this murder. The mutiny took place on 
board the Jefferson Borden, a schooner 
which sailed from New Orleans to London 
about 1874. The vessel was overladen and 
undermanned, and when she went out to 
sea the crew were inhumanly treated. 
Finally the cruelty of the ship’s officers 
became so great that the crew arose in open 
revolt. Several of the vessel's officers were 
wounded, and two officers were killed before 
the mutiny was quelled. Clark and Miller 
and an English sailor were arrested for the 
murder, and when the schooner reached 
London the Englishman was delivered over 
to the English authorities. He was tried 
for participation in the murder, found 
guilty, and sentenced to ten years’ im- 
prisonment, his term having expired 
several years ago. On the return of the 
schooner to this country, Clark and Miller 
were tried in the United States Court and 
sentenced to death. Through the delay 
caused by several appeals the carrying out 
of the sentence was deferred for some time, 
and, in President Grant’s administration, 
their sentence was commuted to imprison- 
ment for life. The Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union has taken up the case, and other 
organisations have interested themselves in 
it. The result is that a committee of the 
American Federation of Labour is to go to 
Washington to intercede for the men’s 
pardon.— American Ex. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


ENGINEERS’ ASSAULT CASE. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 

S1r,—In connection with assault case reported 
from Glasgow this week, permit me to say that 
while gratified that a moral victory has been 
achieved on behalf of our members, I regret that a 
fellow trades unionist should be publicly disgraced 
through his own sheer stubborness in refusing to 
comply with the very modest request I made of 
him to tender an apology before going into Court. 
I hope the lesson will not be lost upon him and his 
brethren of the Marine Engineers’ Union, and that 
they and ships’ officials in general will learn, how- 
ever high they may hold their heads on board ship 
and look down on their less dignified but equally 
useful shipmates, the sailor and fireman, they must 
not forget that all men are equal before the law, 
and that no one may infringe it with impunity. As 
a rule engineers get along very well with their men, 
and, speaking as one who has been in touch with 
them for a good number of years, I am happy to 
bear witness that conduct of this sort has rarely 
come under my observation. We are all agreed 
that discipline must be maintained on board ship, 
but when enforced in the manner attempted by Mr. 
Struthers, ought to be put down with a strong 
hand, no matter who the offender may be.—Yours 
in unity, Rost. McBRIDE, 

Glasgow, 11th January. Secretary. 


8.8. “INTERNATIONAL.” 
IMPRISONMENT OF SEAMEN AT PHILLIPPE- 
VILLE, NORTH AFRICA. 

To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


Srr,—As the inquiries by the Foreign Office 
into the facts in this matter are now proceeding, I 
shall be pleased if you will make it known through 
your columns that all the men who suffered the im- 
prisonment in the month of June last are requested 
to write to me at once stating their whereabouts, 
so that I may be able to communicate with them 
at any time within the next six weeks as I may re- 
quire. Below I mention the names of the men in 
qeestion :—A. Turnbull, A.B.; C. Theaker, A.B. ; 
A. Wakeford, A.B.; J. Sharman, A.B.; J. Steele, 
fireman ; R. Thompson, fireman; M. J. Lawson, 
fireman, E. Walsh, fireman.—Yours faithfully, 

R. W. E. WHITEHEAD, 
Solicitor and Notary Public. 

15, Bowlalley-lane, Commissioner for Oaths. 

Hull, Jan. 19, 1892. 


PROPOSED CHANTY. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 
S1r,—There is a piece on page 2 of your paper 
of 2nd inst. re singing chanties. Now, I likea 
good old sailor’s chantie, and I could not help 
thinking that J. W. Chappel’s little rhyme “On the 
Union” (page 5 same issue) would make a first- 
rater. SoI venture to send the first four lines (I 
can’t send the music), so if you can find room for 
it every old sailor will know the go of it. 
ON THE UNION. 
On the Labour Commission 
A short time ago 
Heigh O! Blow the man down, 


Our friend Mr. Wilson 
At Laws had a go, 
Give us some time to 
Blow the man down, etc., etc. 
Wishing you the compliments of the season and 
that your paper may be a grand success, and that 
you may live to see much of the good done that 
your paper aims at doing, 
I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 
5, Pottery-street, Ipswich. AN IpswicH CHIP. 
Jan. 9, 1892. 


SAILORS’ 


AND FIREMEN’S 
UNION. 


A number of reports from various Branches of the 
Union have reached us, and we regret that, owing 
to circumstances explained elsewhere, we are unable 
to find room for them, but, anxious to do our best, 
we give as much as we have space for. 

GLascow BRANncH.—At the meeting on Monday, 
18th inst., Bro. McDonald in the chair, a letter 
was read from Bilbao drawing attention to the 
ovefloaded condition of a Clyde bound steamer. 
Bro. Wright expressed the hope that all members 
would take example from this case, and so exert 
themselves both when at home and abroad as to 
strengthen the hands not only of the Union, 
but the responsible authorities, the Board of 
Trade, in bringing such flagrant abuses to the 
light of public exposure. The annual balance-sheet 
was now submitted and passed. Space will not 
permit to give it in full, but we append a few of 
the principal items, which will no doubt be as 
gratifying to the members of the Union in general 
as it was to those of the Glasgow Branch in par- 
ticular. Contributions, £3,306 18s. 10d., not in- 
cluding about £300 collected on behalf of other 
Branches ; entrance fees, £436 ; cards, rules, etc., 
£22 17s. 5d.; Plimsoll testimonial, collected since 
November, £36 7s. 6d. During the year £466 9s. 8d. 
, had been expended locally in strikes, legal protec- 
tion and fighting the Shipping Federation. While 
the depression lasted at the beginning of the year 
£68 4s. had been disbursed in assisting distressed 
members in general to tide over that trying time. 
In special loans and grants in connection with 
exceptional cases of distress, £344 13s. had been 
voted; sick payments, £25 lls. 6d.; travelling 
relief and train fares, £26 2s. 6d.; board of mem- 
bers, £24 12s.; shipwreck claims, £61; legal ex- 
penses incurred on behalf of members, £86 13s. 1d.; 
while about £3,000 Lad been added to the general 
funds at head office to provide for future emer- 
gencies. In dealing with the various items in 
detail, Mr. McBride, Branch secretary, gave a very 
interesting and able analysis of the work accom- 
plished during the year. 

LHEWICK BRANCH.—Several meetings of the 
members having taken place relative to the scale 
of wages at present in use by the Dundee whalers’ 
agents, it was resolved to wait until Mr. T. D. 














Rennie, organiser, would arrive. He is now here, 
and all the members who are procurable have been 
interviewed, the result being that our members 
have accepted the new scale drawn up by Dundee, 
Some outsiders believe there are men to take any- 
thing offered. “Time will tell,” and time has 
already told that members have already refused 
the old scale to ship on board the s.s. Aurora. 
Well done. If there be any dirty work to be done, 
let the Shetland men go in with clean hands, and 
let the watchword be “Come on McDnff, and 
d——d be he who first calls hold enough.” The 
seamen and inhabitants of Lerwick, Peterhead and 
Dundee will watch with interest the result of the 
fight for a fair wage and small proportion in the dis- 
tribugion of oil,skin and bone profits. Themenhere 
have been sailing for years at for little or nothing. 
The Hope, Eclipse and Windward crews were 
nearly all paid off in debt to their vessels, and it’s a 
question whether they go out this season. The 
vessels which will ship Shetland crews, are :— 
Aurora, Esquimaux, and Tera Nova, and Mr. 
Rennie is here to protect the men who are asked 
to go at the old rate. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH—A special adver- 
tised general meeting was held on Friday, Jan. 16. 
Mr. E. Cathery, organiser, was present, he having 
received instructions to proceed to Newcastle 
to take charge of the Branch, and to 
take steps for the appointment of another 
secretary in the place of Mr. T. Dunn (deceased). It 
was resolved that a vote of sympathy be sent to 
the bereaved friends of Mr. Dunn. The anditors 
gave in their report, saying that they had found the 
books in a very satisfactory state. It was resolved 
that ali members show their cards. Nomination for 
secretary, the following were nominated :—Mr. J. 
A. Craggs and Mr. Geo. Jackson ; correspondence 
was read from Head Office lamenting the death of 
Mr. Dunn. Nominations for Branch secretary were 
Mr. J. A. Craggs, Mr. S. Johnson, Mr. G. Jackson. 
The voting will take place by ballot and the poll 
declared on Monday night. It was hoped that all 
members having a vote would call at the office and 
record their vote to the candidate they were in 
favour of. The case of one of the members now in 
the lunatic asylum, and having a wife and family 
depending on him was taken up, when it was 
decided to open a subscription list, which was done 
and most liberally responded to. 


West HARTLEPOOL BRANCH.—Scabs in this 
port are becoming smaller by degress and beauti- 
fully less, and they will soon find difficulty in 
getting Union men to ship with them out of this 
port. Great surprise was expressed last week at 
the action of C, Furness, M.P. (who professes to 
be a Trade Unionist, and who promised to employ 
none but Union men) in shipping a crowd of 
foreigners at Antwerp, not a single man of them 
belonging to any Union. However, it has been the 
means of opening the eyes of a good many, for 
before the vessel left here the crew refused duty 
until the ship was surveyed. The captain employed 
the harbour master and superintending captain of 
2, neighbouring firm to survey her. After examin- 
ing her with over 900 tons of coal and rubble on 
board they pronounced her seaworthy. The crew 
refused to accept this survey, and asked for Lloyd’s 
surveyors, with the result that they each received 
a summons signed by a gentleman owning 58 shares 
in different ships, who also sat and tried the case 
in company with Messrs. Appleby and Pyman, ship- 
owners. Being neither Unionists nor Englishmen 
they got off with 14 days. 


MALTA BRANCH.—The secretary writes:— 
Kindly withdraw advertisement in SHAFARING re 
seamen’s letters to be addressed to me for delivery. 
Letters are arriving here for men on board vessels 
that have left Malta four or five days before the 
letters arrive, and this places me in a dilemma. 
Others arrive during the night and sail again before 
daylight, and as I cannot be out both day and 
night, it is best to withdraw the advertisement, 
and let things revert to the same as they were 
before, or I shall soon be covered with odium 
unjustly for non-delivery of letters under circum- 
stances over which I have no control. I am not at 
present enjoying the best of health, but better than 
I possibly should in England at present, with frost, 
snow and fog. We have at least a deal of 
pleasant sunshine during the day, with lovely 
moonlight nights, though colder than I anticipated. 


BANFF AND MACDUFF BRANCH.—It is expected 
the crews of the coasting schooners here will go in 
for a rise when the vessels commence in the month 
of March their yearly contracts, and why not? Our 
Union can do as much, and more, for the men of 
these small vessels than the larger ones. There is 
no denying the fact that the crews of large vessels 
have been bettered in wages, in provisions, and 
better ships, and what is of great importance to 
many, civility. 
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18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 


MASTERS & CQ., 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET. NEWPORT. 


National Amalgamated Sailors’ & Firemen’s Union, 


W. E. WARD’S 
COMFORTABLE BOARDING HOUSE 


RESPECTABLE SEAMEN, 
27, TIDAL BASIN RD., VICTORIA DOCK 
LONDON. 


MCCANN & CO., 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BARRY: 
Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at MoOann & Co.'s. We buy for Cash from the best manu«< 

» which enables us to give the best value to our 
customers. Qne price; noabatement, The Largest Stock 
n the neighbourhood. 

McCANN & CO., London House, Holton-rd., Barry- 

Near Victoria Hotel; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office. 


TOBACCONISTS COMMENCING, 
JEWELLERS, STATIONERS, &C. 
An Illustrated Guide (22? pages, 2d.) 
‘* How to open a Cigar Store, £20 to 
£1,000,”"— ToBacoonIsTs’ OUTFITTING 

0., 186, Buston-rd., London. Nore. 


—A Prospectus onthe other Tradee 














| (free).—Manager, H. Myers, Ustablished 1866. 
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